[To plead for the introduction of a new psycho-oncology in France].
Psycho-oncology is a new discipline which considers the problem of psychological distress of cancer patients in a different manner to that of classical psychoanalysis. It is symptomatic, practical, scientific, and widely used on an international scale. It provides fresh clarification and the latest practical techniques in many areas: treatment of side-effects subsequent to radio- or chemotherapy, problems connected with life "after", risk factors, psychosocial interventions for normal stress reactions, treatment of anxiety and depressive syndromes, etc. This approach has been adopted to only a limited extent in France and deserves wider diffusion.